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ְבָרַםַַחִּיּקַ וַ  ַיׂשֶַָאת־ַא  ְַַבָחָרןַׂשּור־עַָׁשֶַאַ ַַׁשפֶַּנְֶַוֶאת־הַ ַׁשּוָרכַַַָרׁשֶַאַ ַַםּוׁשַָל־ְרַכּכְַָוֶאת־ַַן־ָאִחיוּבֶַַַטֹוְוֶאת־לְַׁשּתֹואִַַר 

ְרָצהַָלֶלֶכתַּוְצַאּיַ וַ  ַןּכְַַַא   בראשית יב,ה()ַ'ּוכַַנ ע 
ABRAM TOOK SARAI HIS WIFE, LOT HIS NEPHEW, ALL HIS ACQUISITIONS HE HAD ACQUIRED, AND THE SOULS 

THEY HAD MADE IN CHARAN, AND THEY LEFT TO GO TO CANAAAN…. (Bereshit 12:5) 

 

ןָׂשּועָ ָרׁשֶָאָ :  י" ׁש  ר   ר  יסׁש  . ְבח  ְכנ  תּת    םּוה  יָנהּׁשְ ה   ְנֵפיּכ   ח  ת ר ּיֵ ְמג   ַאְבָרָהם. כ  ָרה יםׁש  ָהֲאנָ  א  תּי  ְמג   ְוש ָ , יםָּנׁש  ה   ר 
הּו ֲעל  ם מ   .םּואׂשָ עֲ  ּלּוא  ּכְ  בּותּכָ ה   ֲעֵליה 

Rashi: THAT THEY HAD MADE IN CHARAN. That they had brought under the wings of the Shechinah. 

Abraham converted the men, and Sarah converted the women. Scripture holds them up as if they had 

made them.  

 

יח   ׁש  ָׂשְרֵפי   ׂש  ד   Siach Sarphei Kodesh ק 

ְֶַאתו  ַׁשפֶַּנֶַהַ ַ ַרׁשֶַאַ ַ ַׂשּועַַָ ם .  ְבָחָרןַ שֵׁ   בְּ
י  ל " זצ מ"הרי   ַהִחּדּושֵׁ

And the souls they had made in Charan. In the name of 

the Chiddushei HaRIM of blessed memory. 

מֹוהַ  רּוש   תָּ ש  י "ַרִש   פֵׁ רֵׁ פֵׁ ם  שֶׁ הָּ רָּ ַאבְּ ַגיֵׁר   ּדְּ   מְּ
ת ִרים  אֶׁ ן  ַהגֵׁ כֵׁ ה  וְּ רָּ לֹא,  שָּ ִצינּו  ּדְּ ה   מָּ   ַבתֹורָּ

ל אֵׁ רָּ י  ַרק  ִישְּ נֵׁ ם  בְּ הָּ רָּ ק  ַאבְּ חָּ ַיֲעֹקב  ִיצְּ ן ,  וְּ יכָּ הֵׁ   וְּ
ל י כָּ ִרים   ַהנֵׁ ן גֵׁ אָּ כּו  ּולְּ לְּ  ,הָּ

Rashi’s interpretation is surprising: Abraham and Sarah 

made converts!? We don’t find this in Torah. “Israel” is 

the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Where 

were all these converts? Where did they go? 

ַמר אָּ ְך  וְּ ל  כָּ כָּ ַמן  ּדְּ ם  זְּ הָּ רָּ ַאבְּ יָּה  שֶׁ יּו   ַחי  הָּ   הָּ
בּוִקים  ל ּדְּ צֶׁ ם אֵׁ הָּ רָּ יּו  ַאבְּ הָּ ִלים  וְּ אֵׁ רְּ  ,ִישְּ

He said it was thus: So long as Abraham was alive, they 

would attach themselves to him, and were Israelites. 

ל ת  ֲאבָּ מֵׁ שֶׁ ם   כְּ הָּ רָּ ִחיל   ַאבְּ ִהתְּ ֹהג  וְּ ק   ִלנְּ חָּ   ִיצְּ
ת ם  אֶׁ עֹולָּ ה  הָּ הֹורֶׁ ם  ּולְּ הֶׁ י  לָּ כֵׁ דּו '  ד  ַּדרְּ רְּ   ִנפְּ

נּו  לֹא ִממֶׁ יּו  וְּ יֹות רֹוִצים הָּ ִקים ִלהְּ בֵׁ לֹו  ּדְּ צְּ  אֶׁ

But when Abraham died and Isaac began to lead the 

world, showing them God’s ways, they separated from 

him, not wanting to stick with him. 

אֶׁ   לֹא  ִכי ם  הִנרְּ הֶׁ כֹו  לָּ ר  ַּדרְּ ַאשֵׁ ַהג   לֹא  ִכי  לְּ   נָּ
ְך רֶׁ דֶׁ ִביו   כְּ ְך  ַרק  אָּ רֶׁ דֶׁ ר  בְּ   ַכיָּדּועַ ,  ַאחֵׁ

ם הָּ רָּ ַאבְּ ד  ּדְּ סֶׁ ק  חֶׁ חָּ ִיצְּ ה וְּ בּורָּ  ,גְּ

For his way seemed wrong to them, because he did not 

lead in his father’s way, but in a different way, as we 

know: Abraham is Chesed; Isaac is Gevurah. 

זֹאת  ר  ּולְּ ה  לֹא  ַכֲאשֶׁ אֶׁ ם  ִנרְּ הֶׁ כֹו  לָּ ש   ַּדרְּ   ַבֹקדֶׁ
ר ַהג   לֹא  ַלֲאשֶׁ ְך   נָּ רֶׁ דֶׁ ִביו   בְּ יּו  אָּ בּוִרים   הָּ   סְּ

נּו ינֶׁ אֵׁ דֹול  שֶׁ ם גָּ הָּ רָּ ַאבְּ ִביו כְּ כּו  אָּ לְּ הָּ נּו   וְּ  ִממֶׁ

So, when his way did not seem holy to them (for he 

didn’t lead in his father way), they reasoned that he 

lacked his father Abraham’s greatness, and they left him. 

ַנֲעשּו ִשים   וְּ שּוִטים   ֲאנָּ ַעט  פְּ ַעט  מְּ   ַעד   מְּ
רּו זְּ חָּ ן  שֶׁ סּורָּ ַנֲעשּו  לְּ מּוִרים גֹוִים  וְּ  ,גְּ

They became simple people, bit by bit, until they had 

reverted to their former ways and become complete 

gentiles. 

ִסיֵׁם  ה   וְּ ה   ִמזֶׁ אֶׁ ין   ִנרְּ אֵׁ ִאיש   שֶׁ ֹסעַ   לָּ   ַרק   ִלנְּ
ה לֹא ִכי ַאף ּדֹורֹו ַלַצִּדיק אֶׁ ִכי  לֹו ִנרְּ  ַּדרְּ

He concluded: From this we see that you can only go to 

the Tzaddik of your own generation, even if his way 

seems wrong 

ִאי תֹו   ִיֹפל   לֹא  ּדְּ גָּ רֵׁ ַגם  ִמַמדְּ ה   וְּ מָּ יָּה  בְּ הָּ   לֹו   שֶׁ
ַרִבי  הָּ ִראשֹון  מֵׁ ן הָּ בֵׁ הָּ  ,וְּ

For if not, you will fall from your rung, despite what you 

had had had from the first Rebbe. Understand this. 
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ן כֵׁ ִתי   וְּ ַמעְּ ַמר   שָּ אָּ עִניְך   ר"שר  שֶׁ   הֶׁ
ר ּדֶׁ ַסנְּ כְּ לֶׁ אָּ ִחַלת  ל" זצ מֵׁ תֹו  ִבתְּ גָּ הָּ  ַהנְּ

Similarly, I heard that R. Hanokh of Alexander said at 

the beginning of his leadership: 

ה  ַרִבי   ִהנֵׁ יָּה  ִמגּור  הָּ סֹוד  הָּ '  ה  ַלֲעבֹוַדת  יְּ
ְך  רֵׁ בָּ  ִיתְּ

Behold the Gerer Rebbe [meaning, the Chiddushei 

HaRIM] was the foundation for holy service. 

נָּם מְּ סֹוד  אָּ ַבד  יְּ ינֹו  לְּ לּום  אֵׁ ה   לֹא  ִאם  כְּ נֶׁ   ִיבְּ
פֹו קֵׁ הֶׁ יו לְּ ַגג   חֹומֹותָּ  וְּ

However, a foundation alone is nothing if one does not 

build walls and a roof around it, 

ז ִכי סֹוד  ַגם  אָּ ב ַהיְּ קָּ לֹא ִנרְּ ה וְּ לּום ַנֲעשֶׁ  For then even the foundation rots and comes to nothing ,כְּ

ר ינּו  ַכֲאשֶׁ ינֵׁ  .As our own eyes see רֹואֹות  עֵׁ

ִריְך צָּ ף  וְּ כֶׁ נֹות  ּוִמיָּד  תֶׁ ִביב  ִלבְּ סֹוד   סְּ   ַהיְּ
יו  :חֹומֹותָּ

One must immediately build walls around the 

foundation. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wheel and the Innermost Point 

 

On an evening in late summer, Rabbi Yitzhak Meir [the Chiddushei HaRIM] was walking back and forth 

in the court of the House of Study in the company of his grandson [Rabbi Yehuda Aryeh Leib of Ger, 

the Sefet Emet]. It was Rosh Chodesh Elul and the new moon was in the sky. The tzaddik asked whether 

they had blown the shofar, for this should be done a month before Rosh Hashana. Then he said: “When 

one becomes a leader, all the necessary things must be at hand: a House of Study and tables and chairs, 

and one person is made the manager, one the servant, and so on. And then Satan comes and wrests out 

the innermost point, but everything remains just as it was and the wheel keeps on turning, only that the 

innermost point is missing.” The rabbi raised his voice: “But, so help us God, we must not let it happen!” 

 

~Adapted from Buber’s Tales of the Hasidim 

 

  

  

  

  

  
  

  


